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and more upon the sphere of the combative impulse,
and supplanting it more and more as a prime mover of
both individuals and societies. This tendency brings
with it a very important change in the conditions of
social evolution. While the combative impulse leads to
the destruction of the individuals and societies that are
least capable of self-defence, the emulative impulse
does not directly lead to the extermination of individuals
or societies. It is, rather, compatible with a tender
solicitude for their continued existence ; the millionaire,
who, prompted by this impulse, has succeeded in appro-
priating a proportion of the wealth of the community
vastly in excess of his deserts, may spend a part of it
on free libraries, hospitals, or soup-kitchens. In fact,
the natural tendency of the emulative impulse is to pre-
serve, rather than to destroy, defeated competitors;
for their regards bring a fuller satisfaction to the impulse,
and the exploitation of their labour by the successful
rival is the natural issue of competition. Therefore, as
emulation replaces pugnacity within any society, it tends
to put a stop to natural selection of individuals within
that society ; so that the evolution of human nature be-
comes increasingly dependent on group-selection. And
if international emulation should completely supplant
international pugnacity, group-selection also will be
rendered very much less effective. To this stage the most
highly civilised communities are tending, in accordance
with the law that the collective mind follows in the steps of
evolution of the individual mind at a great interval of
time. There are unmistakable signs that the pugnacity
of nations is being supplanted by emulation, that war-
fare is being replaced by industrial and intellectual
rivalry; that wars between civilised nations, which are
replacing the mortal conflicts between individuals and
between societies dominated by the spirit of pugnacity,
are tending to become mere incidents of their commercial
and industrial rivalry, being undertaken to secure markets
or sources of supply of raw material which shall bring
industrial or commercial advantage to their possessor.
The tendency of emulation to replace pugnacity is,